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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENT 

SAFETY & CLUB SECURITY 

Please, for the safety of our children and security of club and 

personal property, adhere to the following announcement. 

After training and playing matches, please could all children 

remain in the main room of the clubhouse. 

Playing football on the car-park or behind the clubhouse will 

no longer be tolerated.  This is for the safety of our children, 

and reduces the risk of damage to personal and club property. 

Thank-you 
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PERCY PARK V BILLINGHAM FIRST XV  
Percy Park is always a difficult side at home and with several 
recovering players recovering from flu still opting to travel Captain 
Joe Evans was the latest victim on Saturday morning. The effect 
was clear as Park breached the Billingham defence after ten 
minutes with a converted try. Danny Robbo put in the hit of the 
game which seemed to lift the team. The lads were stung into action 
and Dixon finished off numerous phases of play with a strong 
weaving thirty metre run in. The Billingham injury list grew as 
Keenan had to be carried off to add to the illness and injury list 
bringing in Garbutt to the fray for his first game for over a season. 
Woodhouse returned at scrum half, Dave Robinson at open side 
and Andy Evans moved to outside centre. The home side pressed 
hard and Billingham although looking a little jaded defended well 
Park closed the first half with another converted try to lead 14 - 5. 

Half Time PERCY PARK 14 V BILLINGHAM 5 

Half way through the second half Billingham pulled back with Chris 
Hyndman taking over kicking duties and converting a Screen try as 
Billingham showed some of their usual form. The visitors took the 
lead with the last minute call up Garbutt scoring in the corner but the 
difficult conversion drifted just wide. Park drew level with a penalty 
as Andy Evans was yellow carded when a ducking player was 
caught by what was adjudged high. Chris Hyndman shaved the 
posts with a thirty metre drop goal attempt but the Billingham side 
did not look to have its usual zip. Park took the points with a penalty 
when our line out was penalised for interfering with an opposition 
jumper, a strange decision as our player took the ball in two hands. 
Despite a massive effort in the last five minutes from players who 
had given everything Billingham went down by three points. Flu hit 
Billingham looked out of sorts today but retain the leagues top spot 
and with Peter Evans and Paul Shepherd and Joe Evans to add to 
the squad they must be optimistic about the future. 

FULL TIME PERCY PARK 20 V BILLINGHAM 17 
Scorers Tries: Scorers Dixon, Screen, Garbutt  
Kicks C. Hyndman conversion 

Spectators Comment. At least the lads did their best and battled on until 

the final whistle and the monkey is off their backs now.  

Reporters Comment. Just one of those weekends where missing and flu 

drained players along with reorganisation was just too much.  

 

BILLINGHAM LIONS v HORDEN 
Billingham Lions looked good value in this hard hitting close fought game 

taking the lead with Ford finishing a flowing move with Potts slotting the 

conversion. McQuillen dominated at the base of the scrum showing great 

control even when on the back foot. Horden pulled back through a penalty 

and then a converted try of their own but lost the lead again when from their 

scrum returning scrum half Woodhouse cleverly fly hacked the Horden 

scrum half pass into the air, caught the ball and raced in to score. After some 

resolute defence and big hits in the open from returning Captain Kyle Scott 

and Callum Billingham broke up field through the strong running of Gibson 

at full back. The visitors went further behind with a well taken interception 

by Armstrong to run in a thirty metre try on half time to bring the score to 21 

- 10. 

 Half Time BILLINGHAM LIONS 21 v HORDEN 10 

With powerful forwards Coulle, Guz and Bell all returning to the Lions 

Horden resorted to collapsing driving mauls as the Billingham pack 

dominated but these infringements went unpenalised. Sayers joined they fray 

and Woody went to open side giving support to the driving runs of Potts (the 

beast) Cider Rob and Fernie Lions coach brown rang the changes to give 

experience to new players with Brallisford making an immediate impact 

flattening the Horden eight. With a few more games together more use will 

probably be made of Taylor on the crash ball which should make 

opportunities for Lumley and Foster out wide to scoot in. Unfortunately 

Horden scored two tries to take the game although the final score in injury 

time appeared to have been dropped over the line having been ripped out by 

Sayers. Good signs for the future of the club with players returning and 

excellent young talent on display. 

 Full time Billingham Lions 21 - Horden 24 
Scorers  
Tries Ford, Woodhouse, Armstrong.  

Conversions J. Potts 2 Armstrong 1  

Spectators Comment. Very tough opposition we could have won on points 
but no doubt it was a moral victory 

REPORTERS COMMENT . SOME HAVE KNOCKED THE LIONS FOR COMMITMENT 

IN THE PAST. THIS WAS A ONE HUNDRED PERCENT EFFORT AND THE RESULT 

DID NOT DO JUSTICE TO THE SQUAD OF REGULARS AND RETUNING PLAYERS 

.SEVERAL PLAYERS ARE STILL OUT THROUGH WORK COMMITMENTS OR 

INJURY AVAILABILITY AND INJURIES MUST BE REPORTED TO TEAM 

MANAGERS PRIOR TO SELECTION ON TUESDAY / THURSDAY 
 



 

Billingham U17s      14 
V 

Guisborough U17s 38 
Today’s match at Greenwood Road was undoubtedly a game of 
two halves. Kick off followed the observation of the Remembrance 
Day silence. Immediately play was established in the Guisborough 
half with Billingham exerting control of the game, despite a 
physically dominant Guisborough side. There were 
demonstrations of some well-rehearsed ball-handling and the 
gaining of ground. Plenty of aggressive play was evident. 
Guisborough were good at gaining ground through speed each 
time they took possession, only to have the ball manoeuvred back 
downfield by Billingham. 
 
Eventually Danny Finney broke the deadlock by scoring for 
Bilingham with a neat kick-chase try. He added to the points with a 
skilful conversion. He also converted a try by Sean Wallace a few 
minutes later, taking play to half-time with a score of 14:0 to 
Billingham. 
 
Guisborough made some crucial changes at half time, hoping to 
use the physicality of their game to fight back. The impact of the 
fresh players was blatant. It wasn’t long before they gained 7 
points and then continued in the ascendancy. Minutes later a 
Guisborough player made a crucial break and was looking 
dangerous, only to be brought down by two Bilingham players. 
However another Guisborough player was waiting for the offload 
and snatched the ball to run away and score under the posts 
(again converted).  
 
With the score now level at 14 all, Billingham were being 
dominated in this second half. A series of missed tackles and a 
very strong Guisborough pack sealed their fate. Guisborough 
managed a further two converted and two unconverted tries. The 
final score was a convincing defeat for Billingham from an 
excellent Guisborough side (14:38), providing Billingham with 
some lessons to be learnt. Man of the match for Billingham was 
Cole Henderson. 
 

WHAT A 

RECORD 
According to latest records and information Billingham 

is or has the following bragging rights 
 

 Rated sixth best club in the country 

 Biggest point difference with average of over 37 per game 

 472 points for 100 against 

 Seven out of the top twenty points scorers in N1E 

Peter Evans, Joe Evans, Chris Hyndman, Paul Shepherd,                 

Mike Evans, Anthony Hyndman, Craig Shepherd 

 Two kickers in the top ten Peter Evans, Joe Evans 

 Eight of twenty top try scorers adds Steve Hutchinson 

 

Yes it is impressive and we still have a long way to go so get behind 

the lads and cheer them on. 

First, Seconds, Thirds, Colts, Juniors 

Not forgetting the rest of the players in the squad who enable these 

achievements scoring, creating and stopping tries delivering pass 

after pass, tackle after tackle. With the help of support staff  Ker, 

Evans, Johan, McGrath and Bob Bell and all the team managers 

and coaches who see to our lads every need. 

 Give them support to be proud of. 

 

 

Oh yes and the North one East joint top 

drop goal scorer 

Coach 

Chris Hyndman 
 

 

 

 



 

WEST U12s  V BILLINGHAM U12s 
 

B/ham U12’s made the short trip to H/pool to play a traditionally 

well organised West team on a cold fresh November morning. 

B/ham were hoping to bounce back quickly from an unfortunate 

defeat last time out. 

 The early signs were not good though as a slow start to the game 

meant that B/ham were under a lot of early pressure with West 

dominating the early exchanges. It took some determined defensive 

tackling from the B/ham forwards assisted by the backs to prevent 

an early score. However the deadlock was not to last long as West 

capitalized from a knock-on to win the resulting scrum and break 

clear to touch down in the corner. With the conversion secured 

West looked as though they may go on to dominate the play. 

However this was not to be the case. This seemed to wake the Bill 

team who responded with some good penetrating play. A good run 

from Olly Ross and Nick Winstanley was followed up by fine play 

from Lewis Roxby who was stopped just short of the line. With 

West now on the back foot Guy Henderson ran through their ranks 

but was stopped just short. It was now all Bill pressure with the 

forwards, led by Conner Cass, Alex Moriarty, Ryan Jacques, and 

Jake Coulthard playing some powerful Rugby. A line out deep in 

the West half was cleanly won by Daniel May and quickly 

switched to Lewis Roxby who powered over to score. Jack 

Ainscough converted. 

With the game now even Bill continued to press forward with the 

forward packs battling it out to try and obtain supremacy. A fine 

run from Winger James Heath was unfortunately pushed out to 

touch close to the line with the resultant play cleared up field by 

West. The game was now in the balance with both teams trying to 

win some clean ball.  The pressure was mounting on West and Bill 

were rewarded for their hard work when Nick Winstanley took the 

ball from a winning scrum to score. Jack Ainscough converted.  

 

 

         

JARROW u13’s  v BILLINGHAM u13’s 
 

Billingham under 13’s showed today that they were maturing 

into a well organised team. Billingham took the lead in the 

first minute, Mathew Routh scoring the first of his two try’s. 

Billingham wasted no time in extending there lead, Luke 

Bateman ran on to get the first of his four try’s. Billingham 

proved too strong for Jarrow in the first half scoring eight 

try’s in total, Jody Lenord and Josh Moffat being the other 

try scorers and with Josh converting five. Jarrow did have 

spells of possession, but Billingham held strong with 

Thomas Puckering and Max Bolton driving well in the 

ruck’s and scrums. 

            Half Time  JARROW  0    BILLINGHAM  50 

 

Second half Jarrow, playing a lot of new players, came out a 

lot stronger and scored there first try. However Billingham 

have a renewed spirit and no one epitomized this more than 

Ryan Gowland, organising, winning the ball, passing the ball 

out wide and putting in some strong tackles, he was 

rewarded for his efforts scoring Billingham’s ninth try. 

Jarrow started to push forward and put some good pressure 

on Billingham and it was during this spell that they 

combined well as a team to score there second try. Over the 

last few games Billingham have grown in confidence and 

have adapted a never give up attitude as shown by there 

captain Josh Moffat who powered on for Billingham’s final 

try. Billingham, as well as being an organised team work 

hard for each other and are improving in every department. 

Final score JARROW 12     BILLINGHAM 62. 

Man of the match awards went to Ryan Gowland and 

Thomas Puckering. 
 

 
 



 

CONSETT under 13 v BILLINGHAM under 13 

A good game of rugby was played today at a very high level from both 

teams. Billingham started the brighter of two and took an early lead 

through Luke Bateman. Consett then started to apply good pressure and 

had Billingham pinned in there own half, but Billingham defended well 

and managed to brake away with some fine passing which started with 

Matty Routh to Luke Bateman to Ryan Gowland and finally out to Jody 

Lenord who powered on for Billingham's second try. Billingham were 

playing well as a team in every department driving forward in the scrum, 

passing the ball out wide and making powerful runs and some good 

aggression was shown, but Thomas Puckering showed just a little too 

much aggression and got himself booked and sin binned for ten minutes. 

Consett however were a good side and pushed forward looking for there 

first try and again applied good pressure, but Billingham held strong and 

Jody managed to win the ball, passed it out wide to Luke Bateman who 

ran the full length of the pitch for Billingham's third try, Josh Moffat 

converting. To there credit Consett didn't give up and were rewarded 

with a try just before the break. 

Half time CONSETT 7 BILLINGHAM 17 

Billingham started the second half as they did the first with an early try, 

Ryan kicking out under pressure, Matty chased the ball down and ran on 

for try number four, Josh converting. Consett hit back with some fine 

passing for there second try. The heavy pitch started to take its toll and 

Billingham started to tire, Consett again were pressing forward and 

would have been rewarded if it were not for some excellent tackling from 

Joe Devine, Josh Marks, Josh Hanson, James Kemp and Mathew Caygill. 

Billingham managed to find there second wind and hit Consett with two 

try's in succession, first Luke Bateman and second from Matty Routh. 

Billingham now started to take control of the game with Jordan, Ben Fox 

and Josh Marks driving well over the ball and it was only a matter of 

time before Billingham had try number seven, again through Matty 

Routh. Billingham were good for there win playing well as a team rite 

through the side, each player can be proud of there performance today 

and it made for a difficult decision to pick man of the match, but after 

scoring three good try's man of the match went to Matty Routledge. 

Final score CONSETT 14, BILLINGHAM 41. Well done lads excellent 

team work.  

The lead was not to last long though. The West Hartlepool 

forwards pressed hard and drove Billingham back into their 

own half. From a scrum close to the Billingham line 

Hartlepool powered over to score. The resulting conversion 

was secured to bring the scores level at half time. 

HALF TIME – WEST HARTLEPOOL 14 

BILLINGHAM 14. 

Billingham made several changes at Half Time to utilise their 

large squad. From the restart the second half started where 

the first had finished with both team’s forwards battling for 

control of the ball. The game was now very even with a lot 

of honest endeavour from both teams cancelling each other 

out. A rare moment of clean ball saw a good pass out to 

Liam Mallam from Ted Elliot defended resolutely by 

Hartlepool. This game could go either way – it was nail 

biting stuff. In the dying moments of the second half it took 

all of Billingham’s strength to keep Hartlepool out. Scrum 

after scrum saw Billingham sustain a period of intense 

pressure. A long clearing kick by Harry Pearson on the 

Billingham line was chased up field to give Billingham some 

respite. The resulting cavalry charge upfield saw Jack 

Ainscough bear down on the Hartlepool Full Back with the 

resultant ball ricocheting off both of them and just scrambled 

clear by the Hartlepool retreat. The referee’s whistle brought 

this fiercely contested encounter to an end with both teams 

deservedly sharing the honours. 

FULL TIME – WEST HARTLEPOOL 14 BILLINGHAM 

14 

 (Attendance: 53) 

MAN OF HE MATCH: In a very closely contested game, 

requiring commitment from the whole squad, the Man of the 

Match was awarded to Conner Cass for his endless 

determination and strength throughout. 
 

 
 



West Hartlepool  

Yarm U16 V Billingham U16’s  

Well, the little pep talk about attendance paid off as the training 

session saw 18 players and 17 for this game with 3 away for 

County representation. Next Pep talk is about timing as 9 30 

means 9 30, and if going to be late, have problems please call asap 

to let the coaches know. Certain individuals got half way to Yarm 

before turning back to collect the strays. e.g. ME! 

Well at least we would have a 15 a side game even though Yarm 

needed to field a few over age lads, better to play a game and keep 

the lads keen.  This roving reporter arrived late for the start to find 

the game already 7-14 to Bill, having missed John O’Callaghan’s 

1st try of the year and Dan Hunter scoring on return from injury. 

The second try supposedly set up sweetly by David “ Hewey” 

Rawson standing in as scrum half. I suppose someone has to talk 

up his performances. Sadly he only lasted 25 mins, feeling the 

effects of reviewing the parmo he ate last night earlier in the day! 

We had recently played Yarm, and know they are very much a 

team and youth section under development, so we were expecting 

to win. They are however exhibiting a fine team spirit, 

commitment and drive that will keep them in good stead if they 

can add a few players and grow. In fact they are similar to where 

this Billingham team was about 3 years ago.  

Ben McWilliams scored the first try I saw, playing at 8 and 

relishing a role he has had to share the last few years but making 

his own now. Running in powerfully from about 20 metres, 

despite some desperate tackles from Yarm, Dan H just missing his 

kick although a well struck effort from close to the sideline. From 

the kick off, came the try of the game. Dan Hunter collected the 

kick and returned it 60+ metres, going past several Yarm players, 

great try to watch but if a Yarm coach infuriating, Dan missed the 

kick in tricky conditions. Half Time 7-24 to Billingham. 

Yarm had not posted much of a threat as the game had continued 

although battling gamely, what would the second half bring? 
 

  

CLUB NEWS 
 

Oliver McPhail from the Under 15's has been chosen for 

his 2nd season with the Newcastle Falcons Academy, 

counties and SOR. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ryton u17 10 Billingham u17 5 
 

An evenly contested first half failed to produce a 

score. The strong wind dominating proceedings. 

Early in the second half Ryton put away a penalty in 

front of the posts. Shortly after Billingham produced 

the best move of the match. The fowards producing 

quick ball from two rucks and the backs spinning it 

wide for Jordan Potts to score in the corner. 

Billingham then began to press with the wind behind 

them, however, when Billingham moved the ball 

wide, Ryton managed to score an interception try. 

This seemed to inspire Ryton to hold out for the rest 

of the match and despite having plenty of the ball, 

Billingham couldn't put any flowing moves together.  
 

 

 


