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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENT 

SAFETY & CLUB SECURITY 

Please, for the safety of our children and security of club and 

personal property, adhere to the following announcement. 

After training and playing matches, please could all children 

remain in the main room of the clubhouse. 

Playing football on the car-park or behind the clubhouse will 

no longer be tolerated.  This is for the safety of our children, 

and reduces the risk of damage to personal and club property. 

Thank-you 
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DARLINGTON R.F.C. V BILLINGHAM FIRST XV  
Billingham maintain their position at the top of North One East with a fine 

display of fifteen man rugby. After a nervous start and a bit of a worry as 

Pete Evans took a nasty knock (fortunately it was on his head) we then fell 

behind by six points Shep broke and Andy Evans went in under the posts. 

Darlo regained the lead with another three points and Shep saw yellow for 

an infringement. This seemed to wake up the team as Dixon powered 

through supported by Hutchy with Chris Hyndman taking the final pass to 

score. Amos was making ground supported well by the Wildridge, Dalton 

combination and Danny Robinson driving in. Billingham pressed and Phil 

Reay who harassed their ten all game charged down a clearance. Woody 

scooped up the flying ball and via Chris Mike Evans went over followed 

shortly after by a sixty metre try from the same player. 

Half Time DARLINGTON R.F.C. 9 V BILLINGHAM 24 

The second half started with an Evans pizza from the base of the scrum  

through all the Evans hands for Andy to get his second. 

Mike added another before we conceded our first try after 210 minutes of 

play. Wildridge was replaced by Scott with a little more time to show his 

quality this week and continued the good rucking work Shep got into the 

action with a thirty yard kick return for his first of the day and finished off 

a fine Dixon break for his second. Hamer replaced Danny Robinson and 

Andy Evans made way for Keenan who was called on straight away with a 

huge cross field pass from a ruck to make ground before putting Mike 

Evans over. This showed the strength in depth now developing in the 

squad as it the tempo of the game remained unchanged. Darlington were 

caught out with Dalton delivering off the top they looked to be  watching 

for yet another  Anth Hyndman tackle breaking run which had exposed 

them all day Woodhouse took the ball miss passed  to Chris Hyndman to 

Joe Evans on the loop to score. 

Billingham saving the best till last. Hyndman, Keenan, Woodhouse, 

Hutchinson and Mike Evans went the length of the field passing in and out 

tying the home sides defence in knots for Evans to finish the game in style. 

FULL TIME DARLINGTON R.F.C.16 V BILLINGHAM 71 
Tries: M Evans 5  P. Shepherd 2 A Evans 2, C. Hyndman 1, J Evans 1  

Kicks Conversions P. Evans 8,  

Spectators Comment. AWESOME  

Reporters Comment. The whole squad were outstanding. 

WELL DONE THE LIONS WINNING 52 – 0 AGAINST 

DARLINGTON SECONDS IN THE CANDY LEAGUE 
 

 

 
How many points will we get seemed to be the view regarding the 

second half, certainly amongst Billingham supporters, in fact Redcar 

responded to their coaches half time talk and found themselves parked 

inside Billinghams half. Whatever was said at half time had worked as 

this was a completely different team, nice to see it is not just 

Billingham who can blow hot and cold. 

 

Redcar were dominant but on many occasions last ditch tackles, or the 

ball being turned over allowed temporary relief, but Billingham could 

not move forward with any fluidity. Most Billingham possession was 

ball to Marcus Sudron and kicked clear. 

 

Robbie Brumpton saved a certain try in the corner, and at one point 

Redcar were over but held up, could Billingham hold on and keep a 

clean sheet? 

 

The pressure eased and soon it became a midfield battle when finally 

Billingham had good ball, the ball went down the line and Ashley 

Imeson went in to score under the posts, you could see the Redcar boys 

deflate, all that effort then a try from almost nothing. 0-24 

  

Billingham were not finished though, and soon Dan Hunter went in 

from the halfway line after a lovely intercept. The try easily converted   

to give a final score of 0-31 

 

A very good solid performance, especially in defence where it would 

have been easy to allow Redcar back into the game hopefully the mini 

break will see all the squad back for the next home game. 

 

Man of the match, voted by opposition coaches, Elliot Husband 

 



 

Redcar U16’s V Billingham U16’s 
 

This season had already shown us both sides of the Billingham lads 

repatoir, from 100% focussed and committed to the frustration of 

“welcome to sleepy hollow” where 11 am kick-off’s are just too early a 

start, and nothing can rouse the lads to put in a performance. 

 

We have had some good matches against Redcar recently but injuries and 

sickness meant we were down to 16 players, game time opportunities for 

some but team selection headaches for Neil and Mick, some would have 

to be played in new positions. Confidence remained high that we had 

enough in depth to still win. 

 

After weathering the initial phase from Redcar, Billingham soon were  

deep into Redcar territory and in fact were almost playing the game 

solely within the Redcar 22m. Good defence from Redcar plus over 

eagerness by Billingham meant no scores forthcoming. Billingham had 

an opportunity 10m out and Elliot Husband and Marcus Sudron had 

obviously discussed a cross-field kick and this was executed perfectly for 

Marcus to score in the corner. Kick missed. 

 

The restart only delayed Billingham being camped in the 22m for about 

30 seconds, it was more of the same with Redcar defending manfully but 

facing an on-slaught from the boys in green. Soon th Redcar defence was 

breached again with Michael McClean getting his first try of the season 

in the corner, kick missed 0-10.  

 

The defensive effort started to take it toll on Redcar with a few players 

needing running repairs, but the efforts of holding the line from within 

the 22m was proving too much for some. Then faced with Ben 

McWilliams charging at them with pace it was only a matter of time 

before the 3
rd

 try was posted and so it proved, this time Marcus 

converting, 0-17 Half time. 

 

Things would have to change 2
nd

 half or there was the possibility this 

could be a rout. Elliot Husband and Marcus Sudron were combining 

sweetly with Dan Hunter at inside centre proving a constant threat but 

also tackling anything that moved when called upon. 

 

 

 

BILLINGHAM FIRST XV v CARLISLE 

Despite the heat this game was played at breakneck speed with no 

quarter given or asked in the tackle. Paul Shepherd left the field early 

on with a blood injury but was able to return. Carlisle must have 

thought the writing was on the wall when Billingham went ahead after 

eight minutes with Mike Evans looking very experienced despite 

playing only his second league game at number eight popping to the 

nine, ten combo of Woodhouse and Joe Evans with Chris Hyndman 

finishing in magnificent style. Dixon was unlucky when he was 

stopped just short after a trademark forty metre gallop down the line. 

Their resolve saw them pull back three points and were pressing hard 

until they went further behind with a brilliant ninety metre interception 

try by Anth Hyndman easily stroked over by Peter Evans for his first of 

four conversions.  

Half Time BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 12 v CARLISLE 3 

The second half opened with big hits from the home side with Paul 

Shepherd putting in a huge hit and then joined the line to finish the 

move. Wildridge left the field and Scott joined Dalton in the power 

house driving at the opposition making good yards with runs in open 

play. Danny Robinson left the park having srummaged well to be 

replaced by Rob Hamer who continued in the same vane. Amos hit a 

gap and offloaded to Hutchinson who finished from distance. Chasing 

a kick through Andy Evans thought he would add to the score but was 

adjudged to have been in front of the kicker.  Following phase after 

phase Chris Hyndman set Joe Evans in again from distance. Shep 

added two more before leaving the field to give Matty Westall his first 

North one East run out. Mike Evans closed out the game with a classic 

number eight try from the back of a strength sapping twenty metre 

rolling maul to rack up forty-eight points and top the league. 

FULL TIME BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 48 v CARLISLE 3 
Scorers Tries: Chris. Hyndman, Anth. Hyndman, Paul Shepherd 3,  

Steve Hutchinson, Joe. Evans, M. Evans  

Kicks Conversions P. Evans 4 

Spectators Comment. Very tight first half against another tough side 

and we thought it would be difficult to top last weeks performance, we 

did.  

Reporters Comment. The game was won in the first half; the points 

were scored in the second. A gritty very professional performance from 

a squad totally committed to winning. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE UNDER EIGHTEENS PULLING OFF 

A FINE WIN AGAINST CARLISLE 


