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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENT 

SAFETY & CLUB SECURITY 

Please, for the safety of our children and security of club and 

personal property, adhere to the following announcement. 

After training and playing matches, please could all children 

remain in the main room of the clubhouse. 

Playing football on the car-park or behind the clubhouse will 

no longer be tolerated.  This is for the safety of our children, 

and reduces the risk of damage to personal and club property. 

Thank-you 

 

SATURDAY 18
th

 APRIL 

BILLINGHAM 1
st
 

V 

CARLISLE 1
st 

 

Under 13's County Cup Final 
The Coaches and Managers would like to invite you all to support 

the Under 13's as they take part in their 

 County Cup Final. 

The final takes place on Thursday 23rd April at  

Houghton Rugby Club, Dairy Lane, Houghton le Spring, 

  Kick off is 6.30pm 

We would love to see you there & hear you cheer them on. 
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BILLINGHAM FIRST XV v SANDAL BAD NEWS 

Conditions were less than perfect with a strong diagonal wind at 

greenwood Road. In another ill tempered match the home side suffered 

an early blow when Tennant, often dominant in the line out limped off to 

be replaced by Scott after only ten minutes. Billingham were reduced to 

fourteen with a yellow card when it appeared from the line that the 

Sandal instigator went unpunished. After twenty-five minutes Billingham 

broke the deadlock with a fine shorthanded Paul Shepherd try from 

distance. They should have maintained the lead but once again an open 

field ball was not dropped on and the visitors took the lead with a 

scrappy converted try. This was almost a carbon copy of the previous 

game score and if the ball is loose it needs securing, if we are being run 

at they need dropping. Despite a useful wind we did not seem to use it as 

well as the opposition and the first half finished with us trailing.  

Half Time BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 5 v SANDAL 7 

After the turn around Sandal increased their lead with a blind side break 

and a missed tackle to score. Woodhouse replaced Andy Evans at scrum 

half as Billingham backs continued to feed on the scraps hard won 

against a well drilled visiting pack.  Billingham once again were reduced 

to fourteen and Sandal increased their lead from the resulting penalty 

closely followed by another. The game finished with a Sandal drop goal 

in the dying seconds despite massive pressure from the home side.  

We are told there were no flies on the dressing room wall after this one. 

Players carrying minor injuries and players recovering from illness did it 

has to be said hamper our chances although a willingness to do the hard 

graft seemed to show through. We know Coach Chris Hyndman will to 

work hard to get us back on track, however although this report is not 

normally critical we believe he must have felt let down by some of the 

players efforts or maybe it was just one of those days where we were out 

of sorts and they were at the top of their game. 

FULL TIME BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 5 v SANDAL 21 
. Scorers Tries:   P. Shepherd 1 

Spectators Comment. Very good opposition and a disappointing display 

but the conditions suited tight play and not our game 

Reporters Comment Billingham yellow cards cost dear this week but 

with a penalty count of twenty three against and only one for in what was 

not a particularly nasty game seems a little strange!! 

Another difficult one. Next game Driffield away! 

 

 

Sunderland    ??       Billingham  0 
 

The U9 were overwhelmed on Sunday by a superior home team. 

The fact that there were so many tries, made the score irrelevant 

and the result was a resounding defeat.  Billingham had no answer 

the speed of response of the home side at every restart, giving them 

no chance to play the ball. To give the team their due, they did play 

well and with good heart. They tackled hard and did not give up. 

 

Horden U9     15       Billingham U9  10 

 

Horden turned up with only five of their team players and had to 

borrow players from the home team. Again the Billingham backs 

were under pressure from the speed of the borrowed Sunderland 

players but they had learned to react faster and did manage to play 

the ball. Good team spirit and hard tackling kept the Horden score 

down to three tries and some good play from forwards, Matthew 

Olley and Domonic Thornton made the ball available for 

Billingham to launch some attacks. The two resulting tries came 

first from Luke Featherstone, on the Wing, powering his way 

through the defence and from Fly Half David Elwell blasting away 

from the maul in a twenty yard dash for the line. 

David Elwell. (very senior) 
 
 

 

U8s SPONSORED BY  

DIGNITY CARING FUNERAL 

SERVICE, 

24/26 STATION ROAD, 

BILLINGHAM 

 01642 883001,  

WWW.DIGNITYFUNERALS.CO.UK 

 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/


 

Billingham U16’s 27   Ryton U16’s 17 
 

It was some time since the U16’s have played Ryton so they 

were uncertain as what to expect. The boys were straight out of 

the blocks and Jake Day almost scored in the opening minutes, 

only to be brought down just short of the line. It was Sam 

Ferguson who did score just a few minutes later, after some 

excellent ball handling along the backs. 
 

Action continued close to the line which resulted in Kareem 

Omar scoring a try for Billingham in the corner. Billingham 

were certainly dominating play at this point and put in some 

good manoeuvres but also made some silly errors. Ryton came 

close to scoring just before half time but a swift tackle by Joe 

Douthwaite kept them out. 
 

Early in the second half Billingham’s boys built on their lead 

and tries from Shaun Wallace and Daniel Finney took the score 

to 20:0, then Mark Brewis put away a conversion from an 

awkward angle. Ryton began to flex their muscles at this point 

and drove over the line for their first try of the game. Sam 

Ferguson scored his second of the match for Billingham, which 

kept them in a comfortable position as Ryton scored another 

twice with one conversion. A final score of 27:17 in 

Billingham’s favour resulted. Man of the match for Billingham 

was Adam Knox. 

 
 

 

 

DRIFFIELD RFC V BILLINGHAM FIRST XV GOOD NEWS 

A period of silence was held for the passing away last week of Dennis Cobbold 

the well respected past president of Driffield R.U.F.C. 

Injury to Tennant saw Sean Scott called up to partner Wildridge with Danny 

Robinson now fully fit putting in an excellent performance on his return to front 

row. With a strong wind at their backs Billingham had the worst possible start 

giving up two simple tries in this must win game to keep alive any play off hopes. 

Chris Hyndman left a trail of grounded defenders in his wake to put Billingham 

on the score sheet. Mike Evans pulled a muscle and was replaced by Woodhouse 

going to his natural scrum half position and Andy Evans looking more at home 

out wide. The impact was almost immediate marshalling the team up the field 

then backing up a Chris Hyndman break to take a brilliant offload under pressure 

to give the visitors the lead with a try under the posts. Joe Evans was able to stand 

deeper and this paid off when he used the extra room to put Anth Hyndman in on 

a trademark superbly angled run to touch down. Chris Hyndman engineered the 

forth try with an angled kick for Dave Robinson to race through and dive onto 

with Peter Evans slotting his forth kick from four.  

Half Time DRIFFIELD RFC 10 V BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 28 

The second half opened with the home side battering at Billingham but the 

rucking and mauling of Wildridge, Scott and Amos was awesome keeping 

Driffield at bay. Hutchison  was enjoying his preferred back row position and 

combined with Martin Dixon and Danny Dixon in an outstanding set of inter - 

passing plays to put Danny in for a well worked  try. Billingham were penalised 

and a yellow was shown which could have cost dear as Driffield pulled back 

with a converted try. Paul Shepherd had a lot of defensive work to carry out and 

but for an excellent home defensive line could have increased the score with his 

weaving runs. J. K. Scott replaced Dixon and Dalton replaced Hutchison to as 

the home side pulled back to within eight points of Billingham but resolute 

defending saw the victory go to the visitors  

FULL TIME DRIFFIELD RFC 25 V BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 33 

Scorers Tries: C. Hyndman 1, Woodhouse 1, A. Hyndman 1, D. Robinson 1, D. 

Dixon 1    Kicks Conversions P. Evans 4  

Reporters Comment A great display and a very good win against a difficult team 

to beat at home. 

Spectators Comment. (Driffield) The half backs and centres destroyed us in 

attack and your forwards defending was awesome.  

Spectators Comment (Billingham) The replacements changed the game. Two bus 

loads of players and supporters helped of course cheering the lads on and our 

under thirteen touring side who beat Driffield fifty-five point to five 

 

 



West Hartlepool  

Northern U15 V Billingham U15, 

The sharp morning frost gave way to a glorious warm sunshine filled 

day, perfect for Northern’s end of season BBQ with a scratch fixture 

arranged with us, the unbeaten Northern side hoping to gorge themselves 

on a depleted Billingham squad of 16 players who’s form has hit a rocky 

patch recently. 

 

Of concern to Neil and Mick is the drop in numbers being seen, we have 

22 players with a few new lads arriving but there are serious questions 

being asked as to the commitment of certain players. No game 

sometimes means a no show, with reasonable explanation given. Today 

we were down to 16 players against possibly the toughest team in our age 

group not ideal by any stretch of the imagination, but hey out of 

adversity etc…lets see what the lads can do. 

 

Well we are consistent if nothing else, again first 5-10 minutes being 

wakey wakey time, unfortunately we were 12 nil down, the first try being   

Northerns answer to Usain Bolt flying down the wing as though some of 

our lads were walking, turns out he is Northumberland sprint champion! 

 

The second was an after you old boy with 3 missed tackles by 

Billingham, we wanted to see Northern enjoy their BBQ but not by 

feasting on us. Anyways up goes the rallying cry ….get yer fingers out 

you...(allegedly as coaches don’t swear!) and guess what we started to 

play again. Billinghm suddenly finding themselves camped in the 

Northern half just failing to convert openings, what was apparent was 

that if Billingham ran at Northern, ground was made and they were there 

to be taken and not some invincible outfit. Sadly Billingham pressure 

came to nothing and then in one of their forays into our 22m an 

attempted clearance was charged down and the loose ball pounced on. 

An injustice for the efforts of Billingham 19-0. Billingham supporters 

feared a mauling in the offering. 

A missed tackle on the wing allowed Northern to be charging at our line 

again, Robbie Brumpton at full back (Get used to it Robbie) chasing him 

down and in getting an admittedly high tackle in caused the ball to be 

dropped but the try was given ( I think the ref. was on for steak and chips 

from the BBQ ) 26 – 0, at half time. Never reflecting the balance of play. 

Half time team talk keep yer fingers out and heads up!! 

BILLINGHAM u13s  V WESTOE u13s 

CUP SEMI FINAL 
It was a sunny spring morning, perfect for good running rugby.The 

Billingham backs looked dangerous and capable of scoring from 

anywhere on the field right from the start and opened the scoring 

through Luke Wilson out pacing the defence to score under the posts 

from his own half. The try was converted by Jonny Rumis. 

Westoe had a huge, six foot four, number 8 who was obviously thier 

key man, however, skipper Jonny Rumis led by example and quickly 

halted his first charge with a strong brave tackle. From this turnover 

full back Wilson sped through the Westoe backs to score a try 

converted this time by Tom Small. Tom himself then scored 

Billingham's third try which went unconverted to give them a 

commanding 19-0 lead after only 10 minutes. 

Westoe finally got into the game but found the Billingham defence 

resolute and following a kick ahead exerted some pressure on the 

Billingham line and scored a try which was converted by a good kick 

from out wide. This stung Billingham back into attacking mode and 

Tom Small scored his second try converted by Wilson and then great 

handling by the back line freed winger Luke Dixon to out pace the 

defence to leave the score Billingham 31 Westoe 7 at half time. 

In the second half the Billingham forwards were more of an attacking 

force and number 8, Theo Brace scored a couple of tries, both 

converted by Wilson. With the game won Billingham made wholesale 

changes to get all the subs on the pitch and the disruption allowed 

Westoe, who never gave up all game to exert some pressure and 

eventually score an unconverted try. 

Normal service was then resumed as Tom Small completed his hat 

trick to score under the posts converted by Luke Wilson to give 

Billingham a convincing 52-12 victory and they can now look forward 

to contesting the cup final in April. 

The lads were certainly up for this game and everyone put in a man of 

the match performance, but man of the match goes to the player who 

wasnt even on the pitch, the lads dedicated this victory to Shaun 

(Thumper) Daniels who was in hospital getting his broken ankle pinned 

at the time, but his influence and inspiration was clear to see. We all 

wish him a speedy recovery. 

Ted Snowdon, Billingham Under 13s   

 

 



 

Westoe U16’s  17  Billingham U16’s  28 

 

This important match was the first time these teams had met 

since a tense cup match two seasons ago, when Billingham 

clinched a win over a big Westoe side. Play began 

predominantly in the Westoe half with Billingham dominating. 

Play continually stopped and started with Billingham being 

heavily penalised. A Billingham scrum close to the line saw 

the ball to Joe Douthwaite who made good ground and a pass 

to Cole Henderson led to a good try under the posts. Jack Gaff 

converted to give Billingham a decisive lead. Weston began to 

look more organised in their ball handling and eventually 

snook through a less-than-convincing Billingham defence to 

score in the corner. A repeat of this in the opposite corner 

minutes later saw Westoe take the lead. Somehow Billingham 

managed to get the ball away and Edward Adamson pushed 

forward to score under the posts, (Gaff converting). Minutes 

later Mark Brewis sprinted free to score again for Billingham, 

again converted. 

 

The second half required Billingham to do some hard work as 

Westoe pulled one back immediately, this time converted. 

With a scoreline at 17:21 the pressure was on to secure a cup 

final place for the 5
th

 year in succession for this Billingham 

side. Billingham continued to be penalised and also missed 

tackles on more than occasion. A Westoe scrum on the half-

way line saw the ball to Joe Douthwaite who excelled in 

sprinting free to score under the posts, allowing Jack Gaff 

another successful conversion (and awarded man of the match 

today for four out of four). 

 

Final score – 17:28 in Billingham’s favour and a reward of a 

County Cup final place. 

 

 

The second half was a beaut! The majority of territory in Northern half, 

their coaches seriously worried, when they did gain possession tackles 

and commitment flying in from all on Billingham’s side. This was 

more like it our lads showing their true capabilities but still we could 

not score. It seemed every break would falter either on miss-handling 

or failure to retain the ball in contact, and if not then Northerns defence 

doing it’s job. 

 

David Rawson combining with Elliot Husband who was having an 

exceptional game being stopped a yard short, Jack Chapman working 

like a dervish and driving the team on. Alex Brown and Gary Churlish 

both working hard, tackling and making carries. A score was the least 

Billinghams team effort deserved, and it finally arrived. Elliot Husband  

making a great break and scoring from 40m out, side stepping the 

defenders while jumping in the air………..nope we can’t make that one 

out either!! He went in under the posts, best try of the game Marcus 

Sudron converted from under the posts. 26 – 7. More of the same but 

Northern came back at us, and had us under pressure we had a “wee 

bout of fisticuffs” under our posts with two northern players involved 

one wearing a Billingham shirt plus our full back whom it appears got 

dragged into the melee.  

 

Northern scored right at the death to make it 31-7, which was flattering 

to say the least. You could not help feel that a full strength Billingham 

would have pushed them or possibly won, that is not to say the 16 lads 

did not give there all in what was our best performance this season. We 

even had to use two Northern players due to injuries.  

We need a full strength squad for every game where possible, one 

things for sure those missing who did not give a reason will not be 

starting our next matches.  Those squad members who have trained 

week in week out over the season have shown they are more than 

capable of playing at this level now, and their commitment to games 

and coaching session is being rewarded with an improvement in their 

fitness, techniques and contribution out on the pitch.  

Next Game Yarm, should be fun especially if we can get more than 16 

there! 

P.S. The BBQ went well and comments were made that we gave them 

their hardest games all year both up in Glasgow and today. 

 

 
 


