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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENT
SAFETY & CLUB SECURITY
Please, for the safety of our children and security of club and
personal property, adhere to the following announcement.
After training and playing matches, please could all children
remain in the main room of the clubhouse.
Playing football on the car-park or behind the clubhouse will
no longer be tolerated. This is for the safety of our children,
and reduces the risk of damage to personal and club property.
Thank-you
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BILLINGHAM FIRST XV v PENRITH

Despite a cross field wind conditions looked good for what turned out to be
a top of the table clash. Both sides are noted for free flowing open rugby
played at breakneck speed and a large crowd waited in anticipation. Penrith
were the first to show with a blistering break, uncharacteristic missed
tackles and seven points up after six minutes. The game flowed up and
down field until the Hyndman brothers combined to give Paul Shepherd
space out wide to scoot in. The visitors followed this with an unconverted
try of their own but when Joe Evans popped the ball to Chris Hyndman the
only thing on his mind was crossing the line under the posts with a Peter
Evans conversion levelling the score. The visors were kept in check with
drives from Martin Dixon, Amos, Wildridge and Dalton when Billingham
were reduced to fourteen but adjusted their game plan to cover. Penrith
over committed to attack and Danny Dixon broke clear to put Hutchinson
over to give the home side the lead.

Half Time BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 17 v PENRITH 12
Shortly into the second half after Mike Evans replaced Craig Shepherd
Billingham hearts sank as following a break Chris Hyndman was floored.
Several minutes later he bounced up determined to carry on as Penrith saw
yellow and Billingham returned to full strength. Paul Shepherd made a
huge gain being dragged down well into the visitors half and with Anth
Hyndman brilliantly reading the situation switched inside to take the
scoring pass. As Penrith pulled back to within three points a carbon copy
of last weeks successful replacements was made with Woodhouse
replacing Evans and Scott on for Tennant. The Billingham pattern of play
changed as they put together numerous phases of play before Hutchison
got his second from close in. Penrith were not dead yet though and pulled
back a converted try. Both sides attacked and defended with venom and
big hits and quick passages of play were the order of the day in this tight
game. A long Billingham clearance saw the Penrith full back hounded by a
trio of the home side with Hutchinson charging down the kick, gathering
and touching down for his hat trick. With seconds left Billingham retained
possession to run down the clock and return to the top of the table.

FULL TIME BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 34 v PENRITH 26
Scorers Tries: P. Shepherd 1, C. Hyndman 1, A. Hyndman 1 S Hutchison 3
Kicks Conversions P. Evans 2, Ties given away David Robinson 2
Spectators Comment. Last quarter was outstanding again with almost a
point a minute. We were breathless at the end.

Reporters Comment. Another good win puts Billingham back on top.
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Billingham U16’s 39 Northern U16’s 5
Many thanks to Northern Under 16’s who travelled down to meet their
commitments despite recently loosing 6 players. The first half went all
Billingham’s way starting with Joe Douthwaite’s try, taking them
unawares to score in the corner. With play dominating the Northern
half a lineout close to the line saw the ball to Edward Adamson who
went down before the line but reached over to score. The next
Billingham try came from Mark Brewis following a sprint down field
and this was converted by Jack Gaff. Cole Henderson scored in similar
fashion, again converted. Northern were looking disorganised but
managed to manoeuvre play into the Billingham half. One try was held
up and a few flurries of enthusiasm came to nothing.

Northern regrouped at the start of the second half and scored in the
early minutes. Billingham however, continued in the ascendancy and
tries from Daniel Finney, Ed Adamson and Mark Brewis tool the final
score to a convincing 39:5 in Billingham’s favour. After the match
Shaun Wallace and Ed Adamson were commended for their
performance but man of the match went to Mark Brewis
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PONTEFRACT V BILLINGHAM FIRST XV

This was always going to be a hard one to predict against a side that seems to
be Jekyll and Hyde. With Chris Hyndman recovering from a knock joining
Woodhouse and Scott on the bench we took to the field set in impressive
surroundings. The team and supporters were given a warm welcome by the
home club but then the game started. There was brawl after brawl, high
tackles and some questionable encroachment. We could have troubled the
scorer when a high tackle saw the resulting penalty drift just wide Instead of
playing our normal game we were sucked in to the rough stuff. On the
quarter hour the ball squirted from our scrum and was gathered by the
Pontefract scrum half to set them away for a converted try. Billingham
should have levelled the score but a cynical offside move saw a try prevented
and the Ponty player only binned. Tennant was again taking good ball but
the Sheps, Anth and Mike saw very little to work with. We took advantage
of the extra man and Peter Evans was given loads of room with a clever
switch move to score. Ponty were back at full strength when we spilled a
ball, missed several tackles and allowed them to double there score. Craig
Shepherd took a blow to the ribs and despite trying to play on had to be
replaced deep into injury time by Woodhouse who went to his normal
position and the backs reshuffled with Andy Evans going out wide.

Half Time PONTEFRACT 14 V BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 7

Billingham came out in the second half playing their own game, recycling
ball phase after phase across the park. Peter Evans put in a cross field kick
which brother Andy recovered and went in to score. Amos and Martin
Dixon were once again stifling attacks in the open field. Ponty reverted to
the rough stuff again and once again we were drawn in. Dave Robinson
might have gone in wide if the ball had been shipped earlier. Dalton was
replaced by Scott who did some great work in the rucks and mauls. Two
penalties and a drop goal to the home side saw them close out the game.
FULL TIME PONTEFRACT 23 V BILLINGHAM FIRST XV 12

. Scorers Tries: P. Evans 1, A. Evans 1 Kicks Conversions P. Evans 1
Reporters Comment Injuries did weaken the side but we were drawn into the
rough stuff and the game plan went out of the window. A few early yellow
cards might have stopped the intimidation. Defensively they were a very good
and very big side and this proves that there are no easy games at this level.
Spectators Comment (Billingham) Off days from some, injured players and
a lack of passion from some. If it’s toe to toe then that’s what it is.

A special thanks to Pontefract officials for donating the
raffle proceeds of £110 to the Jack Smith trust fund

Under 12 County cup Middlesbrough
1% game Billingham v Mowden Park
Billingham took an early lead in a very hard fought game against a strong
Mowden side. A lovely pass from Luke Bateman put Josh Moffat through for
a great try in the 1st minute. From then on B/ham looked solid with some
determined flowing rugby being played. Mowden also played some fine
rugby and equalised in the 2nd half after some good pressure. Both sides tried
hard for the win, but the game ended 5 — 5.
2" game Billingham v West Hartlepool
Again some terrific rugby was played by both teams. West went into the lead,
but with some strong tackling from James Kemp, Joe Devine and some
excellent powering runs forward from Ryan Gowland, B/ham got their
equaliser through Jodi Leonard, From then on the game could have gone
either way with both teams pressing forward for the win, but in the very last
second of the game West had one final surge forward and snatched victory
with a final try. B/ham 5 West 10. Billingham then went into the plate
competition.
Semi final Billingham v Jarrovians
Billingham seemed a little disjointed in the first half, not quite showing the
quality rugby from the previous games, but with the game still level at half
time Billingham got their act together and attacked Jarrow from the off, never
leaving the final quarter of the Jarrovians end, with again some excellent team
work. Jodi Leonard powered forward over the try line three times, only for
Jarrow to show equally good defending to prevent the ball touching down.
Final score 0 — 0. Billingham went through to the final on previous tries
scored.
Plate Final Billingham v Westoe
It was a great team effort with all the lads playing with pride, grit and strength
to get this far and showed through their rugby they were up for this game, but
Westoe weren’t going to let Billingham have it all their own way, again with
some excellent rugby being played by both teams. Great strength from Ben
McConnel and Tom Puckering, excellent passing and a fantastic forward run
from Luke Bateman produced the winning try. Westoe pushed forward
looking for the equaliser. Billingham held strong to win the game 5 — 0.
Billingham under 12 showed great team spirit, passion and determination to
win the plate. This was a fantastic achievement for all the lads and a testament
to all the hard work put in by the coaches Kevin McConnel, Marc Moffat,
Craig Tennant and Danny Sanderson.
Man of the match was hotly contested by every single Billingham player, but
after a difficult decision, man of the match awards went to Josh Moffat and
Ryan Gowland.




County Cup Quarter Final
Rovers U16’s 5 Billingham U16’s 45

This Friday night fixture was played at Rovers under floodlights. It began
with Billingham dominating play in the Rovers half but Rovers held their
own with some good defensive work, even holding up an attempted try by
Billingham. Several minutes in Billingham did break the deadlock however
and a snatch by Conor Shea was fed to Joe Douthwaite who scored. If
Bilingham were looking to exert some control they were disappointed as
Rovers made a swift reply with a try to level the score. Billingham
maintained pressure and a try under the posts by Mark Brewis was
converted by Jack Gaff, to take them to half time with a 12:5 advantage.
The second half was different again and a sprint down the pitch from Jake
Day saw another Billingham try and Jack Gaff converted, widening the
score line. Rovers seemed to see their self-belief wane and looked decisive
only rarely. Conor Shea scored the next two for Billingham, both
converted and then Lee Simpson put in two to follow (one converted).

The final result was a clear victory to Billingham, taking them to the semi-
final of the cup. Man of the match was Jake Day.

Saturday, 21 March 2009

Carlisle 30-15 Aspatria
Durham City 27 -15 Gateshead
Morpeth 46 - 23 Penrith

Sandal 14-21 Pontefract

Saturday, 14 March 2009

Durham City 36-10 Driffield
Gateshead 24 - 17 Morpeth
Old Crossleyans 60 - 19 likley
Penrith 27-12 Aspatria
Pontefract 23-12 Billingham
Sandal 21-8 Carlisle

Saturday, 07 March 2009

Aspatria 28 -10 Old Crossleyans
Billingham 34 - 26 Penrith
Carlisle 15-14 Pontefract
Driffield 3-11 Sandal
likley 9-37 Gateshead
Morpeth 27-18 Durham City

We are stepping up recruiting for our Club
Members’ Draw (or 100 Club), so if you would like to
Join, now is your chance. Although there have been
some complaints about the draw over the last few
years, members can be assured that it is fully
functioning. The draw is made on or about the 10™
of each month (for the preceding month) and the
results are posted on the club’s website and pinned
on the notice board in the corridor outside the main
room in the clubhouse.

We had hoped to reach the target of 100
members by Christmas 2008 but an error on the
original application form delayed matters. The aim
now, is to achieve that target by the end of the
rugby season. The updated application form is
available from today, so if you have not joined yeft,
please see
Alan Thompson ( lion@billinghamrugby.co.uk. Jor
John Ker ( john.ker@ntiworld.com )
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