BILLINGHAM RUGBY CLUB
NEWSLETTER

“THE LION”

Billingham U16s 34
Y
Blaydon U16s12

A good start to the
season for the Under
16’s at Greenwood
Road. Blaydon are a
good strong side and
we knew it would be a
tough game. We beat
them away last sea-
son, the hometie
called off dueto fro-
zen pitches, then were
narrowly defeated at
Blaydon in the
County Cup Semi Fi-
nal, so we wanted re-
venge. We started
well and after just two
minutes got our first
try. Matty Stringer
picked up from aruck
10 metres out and
charged through to be
stopped just short of
the line, supported
well by Andy Sidney
who picked up and
dived over. Converted
by Peter Evans. We
dominated possession
for most of the half,
and got our second try
fromamaul 5 metres
out driving across the
line for Ben Barnaby
playing prop, to score
hisfirst try for Bill-

ingham on his debut.
Half time and we were
leading 12 to nil.

From the kick off we put
Blaydon under pressure
again, and from a line-out
20 metres out got the ball
to Anth Hyndman in the
centre who broke through
and was unstoppable to
touch down near the cor-
ner. Our next try came
from a crossfield kick
chased by Anth Kelsey
on the wing who dived
on the ball over thetry
line before a Blaydon
player could react. Bill-
ingham were then put un-
der some pressure from
Blaydon who's strong
pack drove a maul over
thelineto score. This
was converted. Anth
Hyndman got his second
try minutes after the re-
start in another strong run
through Blaydon’'s de-
fence after recelving the
ball from aruck, and
placing the ball between
the posts. Converted eas-
ily by Peter Evans. An-
other spell of Blaydon
pressure seen a clearance
kick from behind the try
line charged down and a
Blaydon player was first
to get there. The final try

of the game started
from agood run from
scrum half David Bee-
croft making his Bill-
ingham debut, he
made good yards into
the Blaydon half, be-
fore passing the ball to
Simon Bence who was
stopped 5 metres out
and popped the ball up
to James Watson in
support who powered
over theline.
Billingham dominated
throughout, we won
line-outs and scrums
against astrong well
organised Blaydon
pack. With 21 players
used, the team was
never weakened show-
ing our strength in all
areas. The backs de-
fended excellently,
tackling well when
needed and making
good runs when given
the chance, from afor-
wards dominated
game. We were too
strong for Blaydon to-
day and deservedly
won 34 pointsto 12.
Man of the match was
Danny Dixon for an-
other strong perform-

ance.
Richie Watson
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Billingham U13'sv Blaydon U13's
A very bright start to the season with a very exciting
game. B\ham had thefirst half with the backs line dominant
and confident with ball in hand. B\hams new and exciting
outside centre Jake Day scoring three tries and Adam Cock-
burn scoring one. Jake Days angles of running and sweetest
side steps | eft the Blaydon backs flatfooted and soundly
beaten. Adam Cockburns try agreat individual effort.
Danny Finney converting three.
Half time 26-5
The second half a different story completely, Blaydon
came out of the blocks flying at Billingham who seemed to
think the game was in the bag. Only determined tackling and
heart kept them in it at the end. Tackles by Stewart Adnett at
full back and Adam Cockburn and Jake Day in the centres
saved the day. B\ham couldn’t get the basics right defending
their own 22, instead of clearing their lines opting to try and
drive the ball out by using the big forwards, resulting in er-
rors which cost four tries. Fortunately for B\ham three con-
versions where missed. With the score at 26 — 29 and three
mins to go, B\ham had possession a move was called drag-
ging all Blaydon defenders out of position then Danny Fin-
ney spun the ball right to Jake Day coming at Pace who beat
the three drifting defendersto score in the corner. The con-
version was missed by Danny Finney and the whistle blew
for full time.

Final score 31 —29

M.O.M  Joss Havakin, an al round outstanding perform-
ancein hisfirst game as hooker.

The team and coaches would like to send their condo-
lences to Cole Henderson who unfortunately broke his ankle
in the second half and will be out for approx. nine weeks. We
wish him a speedy recovery.

BRUFC fun day

We are glad to announce that Billingham rugby clubs first
fun day was a huge success! We look forward to building on
this and working together to hopefully make this an annual
event. Events like this would not be possible without the help
of willing volunteers, myself and Helen would like to thank:-
John Moore, Wayne Finney, Alan Thompson, Paul Bur-
gum,Craig Tennent, Sue Stewart, Judy Davies, John Davies
and Helen. Also a big thank you to all the people who turned
up on the day to support us.

Wendy Burgum.



Billingham U15s Vs Blaydon U15s
First Game of the season
On lovely sunny September morning we set off to Blaydon hoping to get the season off to a
winning start. For the first quarter of an hour the game flowed with both sides attacking but
defending well until Blaydon broke through Billingham’s Back line and scored. Blaydon
then took control and ran in afurther two try, both of which were converted making the
score 19-0. Billingham settled down after this set back and the game was even with no fur-
ther scored before half time.
Half Time Blaydon 19 Billingham O
Billingham made severa changes at half time but it was Blaydon who got off to a better
start running in atry within two minutes of the restart, which was not converted. Dueto in-
jury we had to change our hooker David Reay, Tony Kuy took his place and he made ain-
stant impact on the game within ten to fifteen seconds of coming on he unselfishly (with the
try line in sight) passed the ball to Callum Cranston who scored our only try of the game
with Richie Weedall missing the kick. Blaydon then became stronger and scored ten min-
utes later which was converted making the score 31-5. Billingham came back strongly al-
most scoring in the last few minutes but Blaydon had the last word when a knock on pre-
vented them form adding to their scoring with the last move of the game.
Full time Blaydon 31 Billingham 5
WEell done lads a good spirited performance against good opponents. A better start then last
season at least we troubled the scorer. Keep up the good work.
Coach Keith made Danny Brown Man of the match for his tackling throughout the game

By Tony Kuy (Replacement hooker second half)

West Hartlepool V Billingham 1st XV

Billingham 1st XV won there opening match of the season 11-20 with J Stewart, J Durnion
and A Evens getting on the score sheet,

Billingham 1st XV — Acklam

Billingham 1st Beat Acklam 36—31 in avery close game to maintain there unbeaten run
this season.

Billingham 2ndsV West Hartlepool
Billingham 2nds had a bad start to the season losing 48-5 to west, Young up and coming
James Screen making his first appearance for the seconds and did well to score the only try
for Billingham, along with Phil Reay and Mathew Westall, these 3 lads are from our youth
section and are playing there first full season for the seniors all three did well and are show-
ing great promise we wish them well for the season.

Billingham 3rdsV Seaton 2nds
Billingham 3rds beat Seaton 2nds 24-10, Callum Mills played his first game for Billing-
ham and scored atry earning him the man of the match award Kev McCabe, Scotty, and
Andy Dixon also scored with Criss Morley converting 2 trys. Team Captain Coggy was
unlucky not get aleast 3 trys each time the refs whistle stopped play him from scoring.
The Team also had 2 new players from the youth section Scott Thompson and Richie
Hammond both doing well in there first senior game this season. Well done!!!




West Hartlepool U16s10V_Billingham U16s 52
We travelled to West expecting a tough game, and that’s what we got. For the first 10 minutes
we never got out of our half, their forwards being bigger than ours we were getting pushed all
over. Then we got the break we needed, a ball passed out to Nathan Renwick on the wing who
made a good run supported by James Watson, stopped 10 metres out, the ball was picked up
from the ruck by Anth Hyndman who ran through to score. Converted by Peter Evans. Billing-
ham were more fired up now and the forwards started working together better. We won a scrum
on halfway, a series of passes got the ball to Danny Dixon who broke the line with Nathan
Renwick in support. Nathan passed the ball out to Anth Hyndman who crossed in the corner.
West who had most of the possession in the first half, then scored awell worked try to get them
back into the game. The next Billingham try came from a good backs move, with the ball being
shipped along the line to Full Back Ben Laing who scored in the corner. Half time and Billing-
ham lead 17 pointsto 5.
After the break Billingham took total control. Billingham pressure brought us a scrum 10 me-
tres out. This was the chance for James Watson to pick up and go from No8 to burst through
and score. Thiswas converted expertly, from an angle by Peter Evans.
West should have been more prepared for the next scrum 10 metres out, when James Watson
picked up again and battled across the line, then ran to place the ball between the posts. Peter
Evans converted easily. West who had by no means given up, put some pressure on, and hard
work brought them a deserved try. At our next scrum 5 metres out from the West line, Scrum
Half Dave Beecroft passed out to Centre Anth Hyndman who ran through to get his third try of
the game. Peter Evans kicked the conversion again. Another No8 pick up from James Watson
got him his third try shortly after. The best and final try of the game came straight from the
training ground. Billingham won the lineout just over half way, the ball was passed along to
Anth Hyndman who popped the ball up for Ben Laing running in from Full Back he took the
ball at great pace, charging 35 metres to score between the posts. Converted by Peter Evans. A
good team effort today, although West had a bigger pack the forwards worked hard to get the
ball to the backs. Our backs were the major difference between the two teams and worked
some great moves to score 5 of our 8 trys today. Peters kicking was once again excellent, to
convert 6 of these. Well done.

The U12s

The U12s have been on an adven-
ture weekend

Stockton Community Chest. Spon-
sored the weekend at  Sutherland
lodge Pickering, and amongst
other activates they did rock
claiming, abseiling, orienteering
and raft building. “all had agood
time and it was a good team build-
ing weekend” says Barbarathe
U12s manager. Also the race night
was a great success raising £530
for the team the u12swould like to
thank all those involved and Mo-
saics of Station rd Billingham.




